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Was Jesus a prophet of the eschatological Kingdom or a teacher of
wisdom? These two characterizations of Jesus appear to be
incompatible and, since the last century, the former has dominated our
understanding of the Gospels at the expense of the latter. Proverbial
sayings in the Synoptics have either been pressed into the service of
eschatology-and have thus lost their character as wisdom-or have been
disregarded as 'inauthentic', representing a later stage in the tradition.
This book offers a critique of the method of historical reconstruction
which leads to such conclusions. It also suggests
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