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Baruch Spinoza began his studies in the Jewish community of
seventeenth century Amsterdam by learning Hebrew and the Talmud,
only to be excommunicated at the age of twenty-four for supposed
heresy. Because of his radical transformation of the concept of God, he
has been characterized, on the one hand, as an atheist, and on the
other as the God-intoxicated man. This book is an exploration of what
Spinoza understood God to be; how, for him, the infinite and eternal
power of God is expressed; and how finite human beings can have a
true idea of this greatest of all entities. Sherry Deveaux begins






