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The book examines six long narratives of the Fourth Gospel, arguing
that they are best understood as 'symbolic narrative'. They display a
unique cohesion of symbol and narrative: the narrative unfolds the
symbol and the symbol draws out the narrative. This process occurs as
the character struggles to understand the symbolic meaning. The
structure develops in five Stages: the establishing of a 'sign', image or
feast (Stage 1); misunderstood in materialistic terms (Stage 2); the
struggle to understand the symbolic meaning (Stage 3); the acceptance
or rejection of that meaning (Stage 4); a confes
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