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The Second Vatican Council, which ended thirty-five years ago,
promised so much: a new vision of a reformed Church aware of its
social, theological and ecumenical responsibilities; a truly conciliar
Church with collegial structures. However, this vision seems to have
evaporated and many of the promised reforms have been truncated or
have not happened at all. The Vatican remains intensely bureaucratic.
Theologians are silenced and the effect of clerical scandal seems to
have led Church leaders to dig in and see the deposit of faith as
something static. Once again the Church believes it has a mo
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