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Mathletics is a remarkably entertaining book that shows readers how to
use simple mathematics to analyze a range of statistical and
probability-related questions in professional baseball, basketball, and
football, and in sports gambling. How does professional baseball
evaluate hitters? Is a singles hitter like Wade Boggs more valuable than
a power hitter like David Ortiz? Should NFL teams pass or run more
often on first downs? Could professional basketball have used statistics
to expose the crooked referee Tim Donaghy? Does money buy
performance in professional sports? In Mathletics, Wayne Winston
describes the mathematical methods that top coaches and managers
use to evaluate players and improve team performance, and gives math
enthusiasts the practical tools they need to enhance their
understanding and enjoyment of their favorite sports--and maybe even
gain the outside edge to winning bets. Mathletics blends fun math
problems with sports stories of actual games, teams, and players,
along with personal anecdotes from Winston's work as a sports
consultant. Winston uses easy-to-read tables and illustrations to
illuminate the techniques and ideas he presents, and all the necessary
math concepts--such as arithmetic, basic statistics and probability, and
Monte Carlo simulations--are fully explained in the examples. After
reading Mathletics, you will understand why baseball teams should
almost never bunt, why football overtime systems are unfair, why
points, rebounds, and assists aren't enough to determine who's the
NBA's best player--and much, much more. In a new epilogue, Winston
discusses the stats and numerical analysis behind some recent sporting
events, such as how the Dallas Mavericks used analytics to become the
2011 NBA champions.
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Sommario/riassunto This book is an annual commentary on significant developments in the
economy over the past year. Major macro-economic problems are
addressed and the progress of the micro reform agenda is assessed;
the traditional policy weapons of fiscal and monetary policy are
analysed and the latest Federal Government budget strategy is
reviewed. In an economy where the one constant is the rate of change,
the need is for an up-to-date assessment of economic issues and
events, clearly explained and with real-world relevance. 'The Australian
Economy: A Student's Guide to Current Economic Conditions' provides
that kind of assessment. Major economic events are covered in a
meaningful way with simple explanations, supported by key facts. The
articles are written by experienced economists and educators with the
needs of secondary students in mind. The currency and relevance of
The Australian Economy make it ideal companion to the basic student
texts. As a guide to understanding and retention, each article is
accompanied by a series of question/discussion points. 'The Australian
Economy' brings together in a concise and easy to understand manner
the recent problems of the economy and the policy responses of the
Government.
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