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Sommario/riassunto

annexation.

When the U.S. liberated the Philippines from Spanish rule in 1898, the
exploit was hailed at home as a great moral victory, an instance of
Uncle Sam freeing an oppressed country from colonial tyranny. The
next move, however, was hotly contested: should the U.S. annex the
archipelago? The disputants did agree on one point: that the United
States was divinely appointed to bring democracy--and with it, white
Protestant culture--to the rest of the world. They were, in the words of
U.S. Senator Albert Beveridge, "God's arbiters,™ a civilizing force with a
righteous role to play on the world stage



