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Little has been written about the Spanish film musical, a genre usually
associated with the early Franco dictatorship and dismissed by critics
as reactionary, escapist fare. A timely and valuable corrective, White
Gypsies shows how the Spanish folkloric musical films of the 1940's
and '50's are inextricably tied to anxious concerns about race-
especially, but not only, Gypsiness. Focusing on the processes of
identity formation in twentieth-century Spain-with multifaceted
readings of the cinematic construction of class, gender, and sexuality-
Eva Woods Peiro explores how these popular films allowed
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