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During World War II the Japanese were stereotyped in the European
imagination as fanatical, cruel, almost inhuman - an image reflected in
most books and films about prisoner of war in the Far East. While the
Japanese cetainly treated those they captured badly, behaving far worse
to Chinese and native captives than to Europeans, the conventional
view of the Japanese is unhistorical and simplistic. It fails to recognize
that hte Japanese were acting at a time of supreme national crisis trial,
at a particular period of their history, and that their attitudes were
influenced by a combination of th
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