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Preface -- Introduction to renunciation in the Hindu traditions -- The
Ascetic and the domestic in Brahmanical religiosity -- Village vs.
wilderness: Ascetic ideals and the Hindu world -- A definition of world
renunciation -- From feast to fast: food and the Indian Ascetic -- The
beast and the Ascetic: the wild in the Indian religious imagination --
Deconstruction of the body in Indian Asceticism -- Contributions to the
semantic history of samnyasa -- The semantic history of asrama --
Renunciation in the Samnyasa Upanisads -- Odes of renunciation --
Ritual suicide and the rite of renunciation -- The renouncer's staff:
trivistabdha, tridanda, and ekadanda -- Pancamasramavidhi: rite for
becoming a naked Ascetic -- Anandatirtha's Samnyasapaddhati: a
handbook for Madhvaite Ascetics -- Renouncer and renunciation in the
Dharmasastras -- King and Ascetic: state control of Asceticism in the
Arthasastra.

This volume brings together papers on Indian ascetical institutions and
ideologies published by Patrick Olivelle over a span of about thirty
years.
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