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In Jewish Questions, Matt Goldish introduces English readers to the
history and culture of the Sephardic dispersion through an exploration
of forty-three responsa--questions about Jewish law that Jews asked
leading rabbis, and the rabbis' responses. The questions along with
their rabbinical decisions examine all aspects of Jewish life, including
business, family, religious issues, and relations between Jews and non-
Jews. Taken together, the responsa constitute an extremely rich source
of information about the everyday lives of Sephardic Jews. The book
looks at questions asked between 1492--when the Jews were expelled
from Spain--and 1750. Originating from all over the Sephardic world,
the responsa discuss such diverse topics as the rules of conduct for
Ottoman Jewish sea traders, the trials of an ex-husband accused of a
robbery, and the rights of a sexually abused wife. Goldish provides a
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sizeable introduction to the history of the Sephardic diaspora and the
nature of responsa literature, as well as a bibliography, historical
background for each question, and short biographies of the rabbis
involved. Including cases from well-known communities such as
Venice, Istanbul, and Saloniki, and lesser-known Jewish enclaves such
as Kastoria, Ragusa, and Nablus, Jewish Questions provides a sense of
how Sephardic communities were organized, how Jews related to their
neighbors, what problems threatened them and their families, and how
they understood their relationship to God and the Jewish people.
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One of the urgent tasks of modern philosophy is to find a path between
the rationalism of the Enlightenment and the relativism of
postmodernism. Rationalism alone cannot suffice to solve today's
problems, but neither can we dispense with reasonable critique. The
task is to find ways to broaden the scope of rational thought without
losing its critical power. The first part of this volume explores the ideas
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of Enlightenment philosophers and shows nuances often absent from
the common view of the Enlightenment. The second part deals with
some of the modern heirs of Enlightenment, such as Durkheim,
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This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 5th IFIP WG 13.2
International Conference on Human-Centered Software Engineering,
HCSE 2014, held in Paderborn, Germany, in September 2014. The 13
full papers and 10 short papers presented together with one keynote
were carefully reviewed and selected from 35 submissions. The papers
cover various topics such as integration of software engineering and
user-centered design; HCI models and model-driven engineering;
incorporating guidelines and principles for designing usable products
in the development process; usability engineering; methods for user
interface design; patterns in HCI and HCSE; software architectures for
user interfaces; user interfaces for special environments;
representations for design in the development process; working with
iterative and agile process models in HCSE; social and organizational
aspects in the software development lifecycle; human-centric software
development tools; user profiles and mental models; user requirements
and design constraints; and user experience and software design.


