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Homesickness today is dismissed as a sign of immaturity, what children
feel at summer camp, but in the nineteenth century it was recognized
as a powerful emotion. When gold miners in California heard the tune
""Home, Sweet Home,"" they sobbed. When Civil War soldiers became
homesick, army doctors sent them home, lest they die. Such images
don't fit with our national mythology, which celebrates the restless
individualism of colonists, explorers, pioneers, soldiers, and
immigrants who supposedly left home and never looked back.Using
letters, diaries, memoirs, medical records, and psychological s
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