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Jessica Smartt Gullion examines what happens when natural gas
extraction by means of hydraulic fracturing, or 'fracking', takes place
not on wide-open rural land but in a densely populated area with
homes, schools, hospitals, parks, and businesses. Gullion focuses on
fracking in the Barnett Shale, the natural gas-rich geological formation
under the Dallas, Fort Worth metroplex. She gives voice to the residents
- for the most part educated, middle class, and politically conservative
- who became reluctant anti-drilling activists in response to perceived
environmental and health threats posed by fracking.
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Since its publication Creating a Learning Society has served as an
effective tool for those who advocate government policies to advance
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science and technology. It shows persuasively how enormous increases
in our standard of living have been the result of learning how to learn,
and it explains how advanced and developing countries alike can model
a new learning economy on this example. Creating a Learning Society:
Reader's Edition uses accessible language to focus on the work's central
message and policy prescriptions. As the book makes clear, creating a
learning society requires good governmental policy in trade, industry,
intellectual property, and other important areas. The text's central
thesis-that every policy affects learning-is critical for governments
unaware of the innovative ways they can propel their economies
forward.
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