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With the advent of approximation algorithms for NP-hard combinatorial
optimization problems, several techniques from exact optimization
such as the primal-dual method have proven their staying power and
versatility. This book describes a simple and powerful method that is
iterative in essence and similarly useful in a variety of settings for exact
and approximate optimization. The authors highlight the commonality
and uses of this method to prove a variety of classical polyhedral
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results on matchings, trees, matroids and flows. The presentation style
is elementary enough to be accessible to anyone with exposure to basic
linear algebra and graph theory, making the book suitable for
introductory courses in combinatorial optimization at the upper
undergraduate and beginning graduate levels. Discussions of advanced
applications illustrate their potential for future application in research
in approximation algorithms.
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A Grammar of Akajeru describes aspects of the grammatical system
and lexicon of Akajeru, a traditional dialect of the North Andamanese
language, as it was reportedly used around the beginning of the
twentieth century. It is based primarily on the fragments of this variety
provided by the British anthropologist Alfred R. Radcliffe-Brown and
scattered among the published results of his anthropological research
carried out on the islands between 1906 and 1908. These are
supplemented by published lists of 46 anatomical terms and 28
toponyms collected by Edward Horace Man, Officer in Charge of the
Andamanese 1875-79.  The book provides a linguistic analysis of all
the extant Akajeru material, plus items identified by Radcliffe-Brown as
'North Andaman' without further specification, his few records of Akabo
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and Akakhora and Man's few records of Akakhora, which together
constitute all the documentation of these other traditional North
Andamanese dialects. It includes a grammatical sketch of Akajeru, a list
of all the words that were recorded, together with an English-Akajeru
finder list, and a comparison between Akajeru and Present-day
Andamanese, an Akajeru-based variety with elements from all the other
traditional dialects of North Andamanese that is today remembered by
only three people.


