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In recent years there have been reports of actions purportedly taken by
People's Liberation Army (PLA) units without civilian authorization, and
of Chinese Communist Party (CCP) civilian leaders seeking to curry

favor with the military—suggesting that a nationalistic and increasingly
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influential PLA is driving more assertive Chinese policies on a range of
military and sovereignty issues. To many experienced PLA watchers,
however, the PLA remains a "party-army" that is responsive to orders
from the CCP. PLA Influence on China's National Security Policymaking
seeks to assess the "real" relationship between the PLA and its civilian
masters by moving beyond media and pundit speculation to mount an
in-depth examination and explanation of the PLA's role in national
security policymaking. After examining the structural factors that shape
PLA interactions with the Party-State, the book uses case studies to
explore the PLA's role in foreign policy crises. It then assesses the PLA's
role in China's territorial disputes and in military interactions with

civilian government and business, exploring the military's role in

China's civil-military integration development strategy. The evidence
reveals that today's PLA does appear to have more influence on purely
military issues than in the past—but much less influence on political
issues—and to be more actively engaged in policy debates on mixed
civil-military issues where military equities are at stake.
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Contributors; PART | Transcription Factors: Partners of Immune
Tolerance to Self; 1 Transcriptional regulation of T cell tolerance; 1.1
Introduction; 1.2 T cell anergy; 1.3 Ca2+/calcineurin/NFAT signalling
in T cell anergy; 1.4 Transcriptional programme of T cell anergy; 1.5
Transcriptional repression in T cell anergy: epigenetic modification of
the 112 promoter; 1.6 Regulatory T cells; 1.7 Transcriptional control of
Treg development and function; References; 2 Epigenetic regulation of
Foxp3 expression in regulatory T cells

2.1 Introduction2.2 Naturally occurring CD25+ CD4+ Tregs; 2.3 The
transcription factor FOXP3: determining Treg function and identity; 2.4
Molecular regulation of FOXP3; 2.5 Tregs as a stable lineage:
indications of epigenetic imprinting; 2.6 Induced Tregs: stable
suppressors or transient immuno-modulators?; 2.7 Conclusions;
References; 3 The role of NF-kB in central tolerance; 3.1 Introduction;
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Molecular function and regulation of Cbl-b

5.6 Physiological relevance of Cbl-b5.7 The role of Cbl-b in T cell
tolerance; 5.8 Deregulation of Cbl-b in disease; 5.9 Therapeutic
potential of Cbl-b in tumour immunity; 5.10 Implications for
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The role of epigenetic mechanisms in autoimmune disease is only now
starting to become clear. Understanding these mechanisms, their effect
on cellular function and the role of environmental factors is vital to
determining how to manage these often debilitating and fatal diseases.
Drawing on the research of leading experts, this book provides a
valuable insight into this important new area of autoimmunity research
and a clear, up-to-date view on the major advances in the field.

Specific coverage includes:How highly developed epigenetic
mechanisms are involved in several aspec
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Hereditary hemorrhagic telangiectasia (HHT) is an inherited disease that
affects the blood vessels, and is characterized by direct connections
between arteries and veins with no intervening capillaries. These
abnormal vessels may appear in the skin as tiny red dilated blood
vessels in the mouth, lips, fingers and toes. The presence of these
vascular lesions in the mucosa can lead to spontaneous and recurrent
nose bleeding, typically beginning in mid-childhood, and this is the
most common clinical manifestation of HHT, occurring in over 90% of
patients. Gastrointestinal bleeding, derived from mucocutaneous
vascular lesions, affects approximately 25% of patients, almost always
presenting after the age of 50. Chronic nasal and gastrointestinal
bleeding can cause iron-deficiency anemia, and current therapeutic
strategies are trying to minimize iron and blood transfusions. HHT
patients also present large vascular lesions, known as arteriovenous
malformations, that occur in internal organs like lungs, liver, and brain,
and may result in life-threatening complications often related to the
shunting of blood. This book not only highlights the current knowledge
regarding diagnosis and treatment of HHT, but also the newest insights
in the molecular basis of HHT, the understanding of which is essential
for the development of new medicines or therapeutic strategies.



