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Since its publication in 1952, Leo Strauss's Persecution and the Art of
Writing has stirred considerable controversy, particularly among
historians concerned with early modern philosophy. On the one hand,
several scholars share his view that it would be inadequate to generally
take at face value the explicit message of texts which were composed
in an era in which severe sanctions were imposed on those who
entertained deviating views. ‘Reading between the lines’ therefore
seems to be the appropriate hermeneutical approach. On the other
hand, the risks of such an interpretative maxim are more than obvious,
as it might come up to an unlimited license to ascribe heterodox
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doctrines to early modern philosophers whose manifest teachings were
in harmony with the orthodox positions of their time. The contributions
to this volume both address these methodological issues and discuss
paradigmatic cases of authors who might indeed be candidates for a
Straussian ‘reading between the lines’: Hobbes, Spinoza, and Bayle.
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The traces of the Cold War are still visible in many places all around the
world. It is the topic of exhibits and new museums, of memorial days
and historic sites, of documentaries and movies, of arts and culture.
There are historical and political controversies, both nationally and
internationally, about how the history of the Cold War should be told
and taught, how it should be represented and remembered. While much
has been written about the political history of the Cold War, the

analysis of its memory and representation is just beginning. Bringing
together a wide range of scholars, this volume describes and analyzes
the cultural history and representation of the Cold War from an
international perspective. That innovative approach focuses on master
narratives of the Cold War, places of memory, public and private
memorialization, popular culture, and schoolbooks. Due to its unique
status as a center of Cold War confrontation and competition, Cold War
memory in Berlin receives a special emphasis. With the friendly support
of the Wilson Center.



