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The novels of Daniel Defoe are set in years during which two Anglo-
Dutch wars were fought, a Dutch king took over the English throne, and
the primacy of the Dutch in Northern European commerce was in the
process of being overtaken by the English. At the time of these novels'
publication, the geo-physical, political and cultural achievements of the
United Provinces were still remarked upon as extraordinary, while so
many people had travelled between the two countries that Dutch
communities in England and English communities in the United
Provinces were unremarkable. Defoe's personal, profession
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