
UNINA99104607104033211. Record Nr.

Titolo Edward Blake, Irish nationalist : a Canadian statesman in Irish politics,
1892-1907 / / Margaret A. Banks

Pubbl/distr/stampa [Toronto, Ontario] : , : University of Toronto Press, , 1957
©1957

ISBN 1-4426-5656-5
1-4426-3325-5

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (383 p.)

Collana Heritage

Disciplina 71.050924

Soggetti Irish question
Electronic books.

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Frontmatter -- Preface -- Contents -- I. Introduction -- II. Blake's Entry
into Irish Politics -- III. The Home Rule Bill of 1893 -- IV. Blake and
Party Finance, 1893-4 -- V. Nationalist Dissension and the General
Election of 1895 -- VI. The Financial Relations Commission -- VII. The
Irish Situation and Blake's Relationship to It, 1896-7 -- VIII. Nationalist
Reunion -- IX. Irish Nationalist Activities, 1900-2 -- X. Blake's
Activities Curtailed, 1903-6 -- XI. Blake's Closing Months in Irish
Politics -- XII. Conclusion -- Bibliography -- Index
In 1892, Edward Blake, ex-Premier of Ontario and former leader of the
Liberal party in the Canadian House of Common, was invited by the
Irish parliamentary party to stand for election in the British Parliament.
This surprising invitation grew out of the conflicts of the Irish “Home
Rule” controversy, then a critical issue in British politics. When Blake
abandoned the Canadian political scene he had just severed
connections with the Liberal party, which he had served as Minister of
justice in the only federal Liberal administration down to 1896, and as
Leader of the Opposition from 1880 to 1887. Irish Home Rule was a
cause which engaged the sympathies of Liberals all over the British
Empire, and although Blake intended to return permanently to Canada,
he remained a member of the British Parliament, devoting ceaseless
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efforts to the Irish interest, until illness forced his retirement in 1907.
Up to the present time, little attention has been given by either Irish or
Canadian historians to the Irish career of Edward Blake. It spanned the
years of failure and frustration which stretched between the spectacular
period of Gladstone and Parnell to the excitements of the third Home
Rule Bill, the Ulster resistance, and the Sinn Fein movement. Although
Blake declined much part in parliamentary debate during these arid
years, he played a vital and unappreciated role in the inner discussions
and struggles of the Irish Nationalist movement. Blake was not only a
statesman of blameless reputation, but a constitutional authority whose
superior abilities were lying unused in Canada after Confederation. He
brought to the Irish party a cool judgment, and a consciousness of the
role of statesmanship in politics, which won the highest respect of all
its leaders, including McCarthy and Redmond.Dr. Banks has made a
searching assessment of Blake’s historical position: the reason why, in
the eyes of his contemporaries, he never attained the political status
which he merited, and the basis for the enormous respect which he was
accorded by all who worked with him in the inner circles of the party. It
is an informative account, based on careful research, of an enigmatic
figure in Canadian politics, whose career encountered unequalled
frustrations and discouragement, but whom Sir Wilfrid Laurier
unhesitatingly termed “the most powerful intellectual force in Canadian
political history.” Of interest to everyone concerned with Irish and
Imperial problems, it will merit the attention of political analysts and
historians alike.


