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Tennessee played a critical and vital role in national politics in the mid-
nineteenth century. Two Tennesseans, for example, served as president
and two others were presidential candidates. Such prominence be-
speaks the importance of politics in the state's antebellum culture. For
the first time in its history Tennessee developed a two-party system,

one that was vigorous and exciting.In his study Paul H. Bergeron
examines the development of this two-party competition by focusing

on statewide contests. Two-party politics in Tennessee was marked by
intense and evenly balanced competition, so muc
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