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With the increasing loss of biological diversity in this Sixth Age of Mass
Extinction, it is timely to show that devolutionary paranoia is not new,
but rather stretches back to the time of Charles Darwin. It is also an
opportune moment to show how human-driven extinction, as
designated by the term, Anthropocene, has long been acknowledged.
The halcyon days of European industrial progress, colonial expansion
and scientific revolution trumpeted from the Great Exhibition of 1851
until the Dresden International Hygiene Exhibition of 1930 were
constantly marred by fears of rampant degeneration, dep
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