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Stories of House and Home is a social and cultural history of the
massive construction campaign that Khrushchev instituted in 1957 to
resolve the housing crisis in the Soviet Union and to provide each
family its own apartment. Decent housing was deemed the key to a
healthy, productive home life, which was essential to the realization of
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socialist collectivism. Drawing on archival materials, as well as
memoirs, fiction, and the Soviet press, Christine Varga-Harris shows
how the many aspects of this enormous state initiative-from
neighborhood planning to interior design-sought to alleviate crowded,
undignified living conditions and sculpt residents into ideal Soviet
citizens. She also details how individual interests intersected with
official objectives for Soviet society during the Thaw, a period
characterized by both liberalization and vigilance in everyday life. Set
against the backdrop of the widespread transition from communal to
one-family living, Stories of House and Home explores the daily
experiences and aspirations of Soviet citizens who were granted new
apartments and those who continued to inhabit the old housing stock
due to the chronic problems that beset the housing program. Varga-
Harris analyzes the contradictions apparent in heroic advances and
seemingly inexplicable delays in construction, model apartments
boasting modern conveniences and decrepit dwellings, happy
housewarmings and disappointing moves, and new residents and
individuals requesting to exchange old apartments. She also reveals
how Soviet citizens identified with the state and with the broader
project of building socialism.


