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Based on several research seminars, the authors in this volume provide
fresh perspectives of the intellectual and cultural history of East Asian
medicine, 1550-1800. They use new sources, make new connections,
and re-examine old assumptions, thereby interrogating whether and
why European medical modernity is an appropriate standard for
delineating the modern fate of East Asia’s medical classics. The unique
importance of early modern Europe in the history of modern medicine
should not be used to gloss over the equally unique and thus different
developments in East Asia. Each paper offers an important contribution
to understanding the dynamics of East Asian medicine, namely, the
relationship between medical texts, medical practice, and practitioner
identity. Furthermore, the essays in this volume are especially valuable
for directing our attention to the movement of medical texts between
different polities and cultures of early modern East Asia, especially
China and Japan. Of particular interest are the interactions, similarities,
and differences between medical thinkers across East Asia,
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