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While other emerging regions were thriving, MENA's aggregate export
performance over the past two decades has been consistently weak.
Using detailed firm-level export data from Customs administrations,
this report explains why. One central finding is that the size
distribution of MENA's exporting firms is suggestive of a critical
weakness at the top. With the exception of the top firm, MENA's elite
exporters are smaller and weaker compared to their peers in other
regions. The largest exporter is alone at the top-Zidane without a
team. MENA countries have failed to nurture a group of export sup



