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The book is a comparative history of twentieth-century Cuban
campesinos in two regions in Cuba marked by extreme differences in
race, gender, and land tenure: Oriente and Escambray. It explores the
ways these differences articulated with state formation from the pre-
revolutionary period of 1934-1959 and then 1959-1974 and seeks to
explain why campesinos in Escambray, having been active in the
insurrection against Batista, later turned to stage a massive counter-
revolution against the government headed by Fidel Castro. Although
campesinos in both regions had been equally ignored by pre-1959 gov



