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In 1896, an illiterate, fifteen-year-old Afro-Cuban field hand joined the
rebel army fighting for Cuba's independence. Though poor and
uneducated, Ricardo Batrell believed in the promise of Cuba Libre, the
vision of a democratic and egalitarian nation that inspired the Cuban
War of Independence. After the war ended in 1898, Batrell taught
himself to read and write and published a memoir of his wartime
experiences, Para la Historia . Originally published in 1912-the same
year in which the Cuban government massacred more than 5,000 Afro-
Cubans-this work of both protest and patriotism is the only
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This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 13th
International Conference on Security, Privacy, and Applied
Cryptography Engineering, SPACE 2023, held in Roorkee, India, in
December 2023. The 14 papers included in these proceedings were
carefully reviewed and selected from 45 submissions. They focus on
various aspects of security, privacy, applied cryptography, and
cryptographic engineering.


