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The androgynous, asexual Buddha of contemporary popular
imagination stands in stark contrast to the muscular, virile, and sensual
figure presented in Indian Buddhist texts. In this groundbreaking study
of previously unexplored aspects of the early Buddhist tradition, John
Powers skillfully adapts methodological approaches from European and
North American historiography to the study of early Buddhist literature,
art, and iconography, highlighting aspects of the tradition that have
been surprisingly invisible in earlier scholarship.
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