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Over a decade ago, as the Human Genome Project completed its
mapping of the entire human genome, hopes ran high that we would
rapidly be able to use our knowledge of human genes to tackle many
inherited diseases, and understand what makes us unique among
animals. But things didn't turn out that way. For a start, we turned out
to have far fewer genes than originally thought - just over 20,000, the
same sort of number as a fruit fly or worm. What's more, theproportion
of DNA consisting of genes coding for proteins was a mere 2%. So, was
the rest of the genome accumulated 'junk'?Things have chang


