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Only two years after its first run, the Inverted Classroom Conference
has become a familiar event at Marburg University. Most conference
participants not only knew about this digital teaching and learning
scenario but were experienced users and developers. While during its
predecessors most participants wanted to familiarize themselves with
the central components of the Inverted Classroom Model, the focus of
the 3rd German Inverted Classroom Conference in 2014, to which this
conference volume is dedicated, was not only a discussion of variants
of the model but also, for the first time, the inclusion of long-term
evaluations and aspects of student behavior. This shift of emphasis is
reflected in the contributions to this volume. Even though all central
aspects of the ICM - content production and delivery, testing, and the
in-class phase - are still addressed, we can now find recommendations
concerning digital material acquisition, in-class tuition, the role of
student tutors as well as first long-term studies about ICM effects. In
general then, the focus was much wider than that of the first two ICM-
conferences: from a new and originally non-familiar teaching and
learning scenario to more general aspects of digitization of teaching
and learning in the 21st century.
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Sommario/riassunto 2020 could be a crucial year for the Western Balkans. For over twenty
years, the region has been stuck in a never-ending transition. Politics,
economics, and geopolitics are still falling prey to old and new sources
of instability. With the path towards EU integration still uncertain, many
governments in the region are marked by autocratic tendencies, and
international actors strive for a bigger say in the region. NATO is
expanding to the Balkans, but regional security still depends on foreign
soft power and influence. And while recipes for economic transition
focus mainly on foreign direct investments that often lack
transparency, Balkan societies are losing their citizens to substantial
emigration. What are the factors contributing to Western Balkans
instability in the age of Covid-19? Will the region continue to be
ground for renewed geopolitical competition? How can the Balkans
leave the transition phase and find a sustainable, balanced path
onwards?
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