
UNINA99104601717033211. Record Nr.

Titolo The river runs black [[electronic resource] ] : the environmental
challenge to China's future / / Elizabeth C. Economy

Pubbl/distr/stampa Ithaca, : Cornell University Press, 2010

ISBN 0-8014-5820-X
0-8014-5944-3

Descrizione fisica xi, 364 p. : map

Collana A Council on Foreign Relations Book

Disciplina 333.70951

Soggetti Environmental policy - China
Economic development - Environmental aspects
Electronic books.
China Economic conditions

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Edizione [2nd ed.]

Livello bibliografico

Note generali "A Council on Foreign Relations book."

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

The death of the Huai River -- A legacy of exploitation -- The
economic explosion and its environmental cost -- The challenge of
greening China -- The new politics of the environment -- The devil at
the doorstep -- Lessons from abroad -- Averting the crisis.
China's spectacular economic growth over the past two decades has
dramatically depleted the country's natural resources and produced
skyrocketing rates of pollution. Environmental degradation in China has
also contributed to significant public health problems, mass migration,
economic loss, and social unrest. In The River Runs Black, Elizabeth C.
Economy examines China's growing environmental crisis and its
implications for the country's future development.Drawing on historical
research, case studies, and interviews with officials, scholars, and
activists in China, Economy traces the economic and political roots of
China's environmental challenge and the evolution of the leadership's
response. She argues that China's current approach to environmental
protection mirrors the one embraced for economic development:
devolving authority to local officials, opening the door to private actors,
and inviting participation from the international community, while
retaining only weak central control.The result has been a patchwork of
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environmental protection in which a few wealthy regions with strong
leaders and international ties improve their local environments, while
most of the country continues to deteriorate, sometimes suffering
irrevocable damage. Economy compares China's response with the
experience of other societies and sketches out several possible futures
for the country.This second edition of The River Runs Black is updated
with information about events between 2005 and 2009, covering
China's tumultuous transformation of its economy and its landscape as
it deals with the political implications of this behavior as viewed by an
international community ever more concerned about climate change
and dwindling energy resources.


