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First published in 1971 and long out of print, this classic account of
Colonial-era New York chronicles how the state was buffeted by
political and sectional rivalries and by conflict arising from a wide
diversity of ethnic and religious identities. New York's highly volatile
and contentious political life, Patricia U. Bonomi shows, gave rise to a
number of interest groups for whose support political leaders had to
compete, resulting in new levels of democratic participation.
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Do we tell ourselves what is good?; Can we debate what is good?; WHAT
IS POSSIBLE?; Is the good society possible?; Is free will possible?; What if
both possibilities are open?; Are spontaneous occurrences possible?;
WHAT EXISTS?; Does sense experience tell us what exists?; Do
instruments tell us what exists?; Has science taught us what exists?;
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A provocative sequel to The Torchlight List, this book examines the
answers that thinkers throughout the ages-from Plato in ancient Greece
to contemporary psychologists and scientists-have proposed for life's
great questions: Do human beings have free will? Is a good society
possible? Is patriotism ethical? and Can modern science penetrate the
mind? Exploring the moral ideals, attitudes, and religious beliefs that
affect everyday life, this account is an exhilarating introduction to
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philosophy and a manual for becoming a fully alive member of the
human race. It is also
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for Sovereignty in an Insecure World -- 2. The Origins of the
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Centralized State Systems in Egypt, Tunisia, Syria, and Algeria -- 5.
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The monarchical presidential regimes that prevailed in the Arab world
for so long looked as though they would last indefinitely—until events
in Tunisia and Egypt made clear their time was up. The Rise and Fall of
Arab Presidents for Life exposes for the first time the origins and
dynamics of a governmental system that largely defined the Arab
Middle East in the twentieth century. Presidents who rule for life have
been a feature of the Arab world since independence. In the 1980's
their regimes increasingly resembled monarchies as presidents took up
residence in palaces and made every effort to ensure their sons would
succeed them. Roger Owen explores the main features of the
prototypical Arab monarchical regime: its household; its inner circle of
corrupt cronies; and its attempts to create a popular legitimacy based
on economic success, a manipulated constitution, managed elections,
and information suppression. Why has the Arab world suffered such a
concentration of permanent presidential government? Though post-
Soviet Central Asia has also known monarchical presidencies, Owen
argues that a significant reason is the “Arab demonstration effect,”
whereby close ties across the Arab world have enabled ruling families
to share management strategies and assistance. But this effect also
explains why these presidencies all came under the same pressure to
reform or go. Owen discusses the huge popular opposition the
presidential systems engendered during the Arab Spring, and the
political change that ensued, while also delineating the challenges the
Arab revolutions face across the Middle East and North Africa.



