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"Many of the chapters in this volume were presented at the conference
‘Negotiating the Sacred : Medicine, Religion and The Body' held in the
Centre for Cross Cultural Studies at the Australian National University,
Canberra in 2006."--P.
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Section 1. The social and spiritual body -- Section 2. Negotiating
medicine, healing and religious belief -- pt. 3. Virtue, health and the
state.

This book explores the ways in which the body is sacred in Western
medicine, as well as how this idea is played out in questions of life and
death, of the autopsy and of the meanings attributed to illnesses and
disease. Ritual and religious modifications to, and limitations on what
may be done to the body raise cross cultural issues of great complexity
— philosophically and theologically, as well as sociologically - within
medicine and for health care practitioners, but also, as a matter of
primary concern for the patient. The book explores the ways in which
medicine organises the moral and the immoral, the sacred and the
profane; how it mediates cultural concepts of the sacred — of the body,
of blood and of life and death.
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pt. 1. Jewish perspectives -- pt. 2. Christian perspectives.

Healing to All Their Flesh asks us to step back and carefully rethink the
relationship between religion and health. It does so by examining
overlooked issues of theology and meaning that lie at the foundation of
religion's supposed beneficial function. Is a religion-health relationship
consistent with understandings of faith within respective traditions?
What does this actually imply? What does it not imply? How have these
ideas been distorted? Why does this matter-for medicine and
healthcare and also for the practice of faith? Is the ultimate relation
between spirit and flesh, as



