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At a moment when the term ""Democracy"" is evoked to express
inchoate aspirations for peace and social change or particular
governmental systems that may or may not benefit more than a select
minority of the population, this book examines attempts from ancient
Mesopotemia to the democratic movements of the early twenty-first
century to sustain and improve their own lives and those of outsiders
who have migrated into territory they regard as their own. Democratic
activists have formed organizations to regulate the distribution of
water, to restore the environment, and to assure that they and th
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