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Introduction: proagon -- 1. From Thamyris to Aristophanes: the
competitive poetics of the comic parabasis -- 2. The competitive
partnership of Aristophanes and Dikaiopolis in Acharnians -- 3.
Aristophanes' poetic tropaion: competitive didaskalia and contest
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and dionysia in Frogs.

Athenian comic drama was written for performance at festivals
honouring the god Dionysos. Through dramatic action and open
discourse, poets sought to engage their rivals and impress the
audience, all in an effort to obtain victory in the competitions. This
book uses that competitive performance context as an interpretive
framework within which to understand the thematic interests shaping
the plots and poetic quality of Aristophanes' plays in particular, and of
Old Comedy in general. Studying five individual plays from the
Aristophanic corpus as well as fragments of other comic poets, it
reveals the competitive poetics distinctive to each. It also traces
thematic connections with other poetic traditions, especially epic, lyric,
and tragedy, and thereby seeks to place competitive poetics within
broader trends in Greek literature.
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Written at the crossroads of aesthetics and politics, Reproducing
Enlightenment: Paradoxes of the Body Politic interrogates the
abstraction of the bearer of rights in Enlightenment thought by
exploring contradictions between reproductive labor and political
representation in the ideal of democratic citizenship. Drawing parallels
between new definitions of biological form in Kant's Critique of
Judgment and his popular writings on Enlightenment, Reese's study
reveals connections between naturalist inquiry and the political
category of self-evidence around the turn of the 19th century. Pursuing
this connection into Weimar-Classical era aesthetics, Reese's



scholarship sets the backdrop against which she proposes to read the
formal literary innovations of Mary Shelley and Heinrich von Kleist. The
careful comparison of textual compositions by Shelley and Kleist shows
how these two authors refuse organicist metaphor and excavate the
paradoxes of Enlightenment attempts to theorize the equality of a
disembodied subject. Reproducing Enlightenment traces two anti-
classical poetics that arc beyond the concept of juridical and biological
self-evidence to touch the dialectics and dilemmas of recognition at the
foundation of social being.



