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The history of Puerto Rico has usually been envisioned as a sequence of
colonizations-various indigenous peoples from Archaic through Taino
were successively invaded, assimilated, or eliminated, followed by the
Spanish entrada, which was then modified by African traditions and,
since 1898, by the United States. The truth is more complex, but in

many ways Puerto Rico remains one of the last colonies in the world.
This volume focuses on the successive indigenous cultures of Puerto
Rico prior to 1493. Traditional studies of the cultures of indigenous
peoples of
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