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Introduction: the Kunstkamera's California Collection -- Documenting a
collection: the collectors and their objects -- A superb collector visits
California: llia G. Voznesenskii -- Describing a people: the Russians as
California ethnographers -- Objects of the quest: hunting and

gathering equipment -- Objects of home and hearth: food preparation
and shelter -- Interacting with the supernatural: ritual dress -- Objects
for festive occasions: music, gifts, and games -- Some comments on
significance.

The brief Russian presence in California yielded some of the earliest
ethnography of Native Californians and some of the best collections of
their material culture. Unstudied by western scholars because of their
being housed in Russian museums, they are presented here for the first
time in an English language volume. Descriptions of early nineteenth-
century travelers such as von Wrangel and Voznesenskii are followed by
a catalog of objects ranging from hunting weapons to household



objects to ritual dress to musical instruments, games, and gift objects.
An essential volume for those interested



