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Pharmaceuticals are an essential component of health care. But for
many people in low- and middle-income countries, access to the
medicines they need to prevent or treat severe illnesses is limited.
Typical problems are lack of availability, costs that exceed the
individual's purchasing power or lack of competent "agents" - health
workers that are well trained to give the correct advice on which



medicines to take. Pharmaceutical policy is the part of health policy
that aims at addressing these problems and increasing access to safe,
effective and affordable medicines for all patients. There ar



