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Innovation in all its forms, particularly technological innovation, has
become a crucial driver of growth, enhancing competitiveness and
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increasing social well-being in all economies of the world. In a broad
and diversified sense, innovation comprises not only the creation of
new technology, but even more important, it includes the diffusion and
use of products, processes, and practices that are new in a given
country context. Inspired by the experiences of both industrial and
developing countries, this book focuses on the needs and issues of the
latter. Aiming at creating a climate in which i


