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When children are late in hitting developmental milestones, parents
worry. And no delay causes more parental anxiety than late talking,
which is associated in many parents' minds with such serious
conditions as autism and severe intellectual disability. In fact, as
children's speech expert Stephen Camarata points out in this
enlightening book, children are late in beginning to talk for a wide
variety of reasons. For some children, late talking may be a symptom of
other, more serious, problems; for many others, however, it may simply
be a stage with no long-term complications. Camarata describes in
accessible language what science knows about the characteristics and
causes of late talking. He explains that today's greater awareness of
autism, as well as the expanded definition of autism as a "spectrum" of
symptoms, has increased the chances that a late-talking child will be
diagnosed -- or misdiagnosed -- with autism. But, he reminds us, late
talking is only one of a constellation of autism symptoms. Although all
autistic children are late talkers, not all late-talking children are
autistic.
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Material culture has emerged in recent decades as a significant
theoretical concern for the study of religion. This book contributes to
and evaluates this material turn, presenting thirteen chapters of new
empirical research and theoretical reflection from some of the leading
international scholars of material religion. Following a model for
material analysis proposed in the first chapter by David Morgan, the
contributors trace the life cycle of religious materiality through three
phases: the production of religious objects, their classification as
religious (or non-religious), and their circulation and use in material
culture. The chapters in this volume consider how objects become and
cease to be sacred, how materiality can be used to contest access to
public space and resources, and how religion is embodied and
performed by individuals in their everyday lives. Contributors discuss
the significance of the materiality of religion across different religious
traditions and diverse geographical regions, paying close attention to
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gender, age, ethnicity, memory and politics. The volume closes with an
afterword by Manuel Vasquez.


