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Charles Dickens's moral tale of utilitarian values run amok The
industrial burg of Coketown is dominated by the philosophy of
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utilitarianism. The mill is the center of commerce. Students in the
school are instructed to recite rote facts and figures while repressing
any creative instincts. Thomas Gradgrind, the school superintendent, is
a strict devotee of practicality and has raised his children, Tom and
Louisa, according to this philosophy. It is only Sissy Jupe, a circus girl
taken in by the Gradgrinds, who possesses the vision and wonderment
to see past the rigid boundaries of cold, hard fa


