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In 'Into the Desert', Jeffrey Engel has gathered an all-star cast of
contributors to write about and reflect on the first Gulf War.
Considering the Gulf War's broader historical ramifications, Engel and
his contributors focus of four central themes: the war's origins, the war
itself, and its immediate and long-term aftermaths.
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Why/Why Not presents a speaker caught in quandaries created by
changing perspectives, fervors, and locales. Why do we act one way
here and another there; why can't a mind stay made up; why do we hate
and love at the same time; why does memory fade or insist; why does
the ordinary seem so uncanny? These questions are captured in lines
that collide and merge, in irreverent and offhand jibes, and in plaintive
repetitions.Why/Why Not moves across a vivid terrain-the stage of
Hamlet, Phillip Marlowe's Los Angeles, Prague, paintings and gardens-
to push through a tangle of ways to make sense of the world. Martha
Ronk's poetic language is that of the everyday slightly skewed, as if
pieces of an ordinary sentence were missing. Ronk's poems use the
repetitive and the banal to explore ways in which language is
intertwined with thought and experience.
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Lady Hyegyong's memoirs, which recount the chilling murder of her
husband by his father, form one of the best known and most popular
classics of Korean literature. From 1795 until 1805 Lady Hyegyong
composed this masterpiece, depicting a court life Shakespearean in its
pathos, drama, and grandeur. Presented in its social, cultural, and
historical contexts, this first complete English translation opens a door
into a world teeming with conflicting passions, political intrigue, and
the daily preoccupations of a deeply intelligent and articulate woman.
JaHyun Kim Haboush's accurate, fluid translation captures the intimate
and expressive voice of this consummate storyteller. Reissued nearly



twenty years after its initial publication with a new foreword by Dorothy
Ko, The Memoirs of Lady Hyegyong is a unique exploration of Korean
selfhood and an extraordinary example of autobiography in the
premodern era.



