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Tobacco use is the single largest cause of preventable death globally,
killing more than five million people each year. Tobacco use also
creates considerable economic costs, from greater spending on health
care to treat the diseases it brings on in users and those exposed to
tobacco smoke to the lost productivity resulting from the premature
deaths it causes. Of all the many interventions for reducing tobacco
use, a significant increase in tobacco product taxes and prices has been
demonstrated to be the single most effective and cost-effective
intervention, particularly among the poor and the



