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Hope -- Inflation -- Diabolization -- Hurry -- Greed -- Mouth and
genitals -- Habitat -- Health -- The lived-self -- The hidden self.
Racism, collective violence, sickness, environmental catastrophe, body
obsession, greed, and accelerated life concern everyone. In this book,
however, they are not viewed as social problems to be solved by
technical experts. Instead, they are viewed as products of the joint
transference of aspects of ourselves onto objects independent of
ourselves. More specifically, they emerge from conviction there is
something ""out there" that can complete us, secure us, fill us, stabilize
us, or in some other way enable us to escape from or deny our ""lack"":
our existential precariousne
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volume shares intimate perspectives from some of today's most
acclaimed writers. As Cheryl Strayed explains in her introduction, "the
invisible, unwritten last line of every essay should be and nothing was
ever the same again." The reader, in other words, should feel the
ground shift, if even only a bit. In this edition of the acclaimed
anthology series, Strayed has gathered twenty-six essays that each
capture an inexorable, tectonic shift in life. Personal and deeply
perceptive, this collection examines a broad range of life experiences-
from a man's relationship with Mormonism to a woman's search for a
serial killer; from listening to the music of Joni Mitchell to surviving five
months at sea; from triaging injured soldiers to giving birth to a
daughter; and much more. The Best American Essays 2013 includes
entries by Alice Munro, Zadie Smith, John Jeremiah Sullivan, Dagoberto
Gilb, Vicki Weiqi Yang, J.D. Daniels, Michelle Mirsky, and others.
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Christopher Peacocke examines the problem of knowing whether
human beings can really know about the past, about what they are
thinking, about what might be and whether freedom is really possible.


