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Once regarded as a minor Socratic school, Cynicism is now admired as
one of the more creative and influential philosophical movements in
antiquity. First arising in the city-states of late classical Greece,
Cynicism thrived through the Hellenistic and Roman periods, until the
triumph of Christianity and the very end of pagan antiquity. In every
age down to the present, its ideals of radical simplicity and freedom
have alternately inspired and disturbed onlookers. This book offers a
survey of Cynicism, its varied representatives and ideas, and the many
contexts in which it operated. William Des
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