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Introduction / Heiner Meulemann -- Part I. Causes of social capital.
Does the state affect the informal connections between its citizens?
New institutionalist explanations of social participation in everyday life
/ Tom Van der Meer, Peer Scheepers, and Manfred te Grotenhuis; Is
altruism more effective where it is required more? Collectivity-
orientation and involvement in interest, issue and religious associations
/ Heiner Meulemann; What makes people trust in their fellow citizens? /
Katja Neller; What determines citizens' normative conception of their
civic duties / Bas Denters and Henk van der Kolk; Why television does
erode social capital and why newspaper reading does not / Rudiger
Schmitt-Beck -- Part II. Consequences of social capital. Social capital
and political involvement / Jan W. van Deth; Social capital and political
trust / Oscar W. Gabriel and Melanie Walter-Rogg; Explaining level and
equality of political participation. The role of social capital,
socioeconomic modernity, and political institutions / Edeltraud Roller
and Tatjana Rudi; Social capital and empowerment at the work place /
Heiner Meulemann -- Conclusion. Retrospect and prospect / Max
Kaase.
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Sommario/riassunto Social capital is not only usefel for the person who owns it, but it may
also foster the integration of a society and the stability of a democracy.
Friendly relations, social trust and norms of reciprocity ease the living
together in a society and encourage people to take part in democratic
decision making. This volume examines the differences in levels,
causes and consequences of social capital between 22 European
countries surveyed in the 2002 European Social Survey. At first glance,
social capital differs strongly between countries. Yet the determinants
of social capital differ strongly between European people as well. If one
takes account of the latter, the former may no longer appear so large.
The volume asks whether this is indeed the case so that a similiarity of
countries goes along with a diversity of people. To examine this,
muliti-level analyses are used in each contribution.
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P.K. Page is best known as one of Canada's finest poets, but over the
course of her career she has also written a number of essays -
meditations - on her life and work, on the nature of art and the
imagination, and on Canadian works of literature, painting, and film
that have had special significance for her. As lovers of her poetry would
hope and expect, these essays are beautiful, intelligent, moving, and
delightfully quirky. The Filled Pen brings together the most important
of these essays, including two previously unpublished: A Writer's Life
and Fairy Tales, Folk Tales: The Language of the Imagination.. Zailig
Pollock, Page scholar and professor of English at Trent University, has
edited and annotated this collection for admirers of Page's work,
general readers, and academics alike.The essays, which cover a period
of approximately forty years, reflect Page's enduring concerns as a
verbal and visual artist with the power of art and the imagination to
transcend the barriers that limit our perceptions of the world and our
sympathies with our fellow human beings. Page is more interested in
posing questions than imposing answers; and fascinated as she is by a
wide range of ideas, from ancient mysticism to modern
neurophysiology, it is images, endlessly evocative and suggestive, that
matter to her most. Her comments on A.M. Klein from "A Sense of
Angels", one of the most moving and perceptive tributes by one poet to
another, apply very much to the P.K. Page we see in The Filled Pen: "For
all his interest in the immediate world ... for all his acceptance of
ideological and psychological theory, he seemed to reach beyond both
to a larger reality."


