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pt. 1. Contexts, personalities, and beginnings -- pt. 2. Palmer in
Arkansas -- pt. 3. Results.
During the 1880's a massive scientific effort was launched by the
Smithsonian Institution to discover who had built the prehistoric burial
mounds found throughout the United   States. Arkansaw Mounds tells
the story of this exploration and of Edward Palmer, one of the
nineteenth century's greatest natural historians and archaeologists,
who was recruited to lead the research project. Arkansas was unusually
rich in prehistoric remains, especially mounds, and became a major
focus of the study. Palmer and his team of researchers discovered that
the mounds had been built by the ancestors
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