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Single or married, working mothers are, if not the norm, no longer
exceptional. These days, women who stay at home to raise their
children seem to be making a radical lifestyle choice. Indeed, the
women at the center of The Paradox of Natural Mothering have
renounced consumerism and careerism in order to reclaim home and
family. These natural mothers favor parenting practices that set them
apart from the mainstream: home birth, extended breast feeding, home
schooling and natural health care. Regarding themselves as part of a
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movement, natural mothers believe they are changing society one


