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Every picture tells a story -- pt. |. States of amnesia -- Lost in
translation -- On romanticism -- After the gold rush -- Land of a
thousand dances -- The big movie -- The ground beneath our feet --
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In this sweeping work of memoir and commentary, leading cultural
critic Paul Chaat Smith illustrates with dry wit and brutal honesty the
contradictions of life in "the Indian business. "Raised in suburban
Maryland and Oklahoma, Smith dove head first into the political
radicalism of the 1970's, working with the American Indian Movement
until it dissolved into dysfunction and infighting. Afterward he lived in
New York, the city of choice for political exiles, and eventually arrived
in Washington, D.C., at the newly minted National Museum of the
American Indian ("a bad idea whose time has come") as
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