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Is California beyond repair? A sizable number of Golden State citizens
have concluded that it is. Incessant budget crises plus a government
paralyzed by partisan gridlock have led to demands for reform, even a
constitutional convention. But what, exactly, is wrong and how can we
fix it? In California Crackup, Joe Mathews and Mark Paul provide clear
and informed answers. Their fast-paced and often humorous narrative
deftly exposes the constitutional origins of our current political and
economic problems and furnishes a uniquely California fix: innovative
solutions that allow Californians to debate their choices, settle on the
best ones, hold elected officials accountable for results, and choose
anew if something doesn't work.
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This book addresses the enormous global challenge of providing
balanced and sustainable solutions to urgent water problems. The
author explores our dependence on access to safe water and other
water-related services and how driving forces of the human and natural
worlds are degrading this access. The greatest challenges involve
conflicts between people and interest groups across all countries, as
well as the economic and political difficulties in finding solutions
through infrastructure development. The book takes an
interdisciplinary approach to Integrated Water Resources Management
or IWRM, which provides a set of tools for policy development, planning
and organization, assessment, systems analysis, finance, and
regulation. The author suggests that IWRM is challenging because of
the human element, but that no other process can reconcile the
conflicting agendas involved with water management. The broad range
of topics covered here, as well as 25 case summaries, will be of interest
to scientists, engineers, practitioners, and advanced level students
interested in the integrated management of water as a resource. Neil S.
Grigg is a Professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering at Colorado
State University, USA, where he teaches a course on water resources
management. He has also held positions as a department head,
government environmental official, and consulting engineer, as well as
military officer in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.


