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This textbook, aimed primarily at beginning undergraduates studying
for degrees in English, provides an introduction to a range of
sociolinguistic theories and the insights they provide for a greater
understanding of varieties of English, past and present. Drawing on
both qualitative and quantitative approaches to sociolinguistic
variation, the book provides a systematic overview of such topics as:
'English’ as a social and as a linguistic concept; The relationship
between regional and social dialectology, and their application to the
study of English; English historical sociolinguistics, from
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part one. Every language draws a circle ... -- part two. Emotions and
values -- part three. "Politeness" and "cooperation"” -- part four.
Entering other minds -- part five. Breaking down the walls of the prison
-- part six. Kindred thinking across disciplines.

This title argues that in the present English-dominated world social
sciences and the humanities are locked in a conceptual framework
grounded in English and that scholars need to break away from this
framework to reach a more universal culture-independent perspective
on things human.



