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"A Saban Center at the Brookings Institution book".
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Preface -- 1. The Manhattan Raid -- 2. The thinker : Zawabhiri -- 3. The
knight : Osama -- 4. The host : Mullah Omar -- 5. The stranger :
Zargawi -- 6. Al Qaeda's plans -- 7. How to defeat al Qaeda --
Postscript : al Qaeda today

Al Qaeda is the most dangerous terrorist movement in history. Yet

most people in the West know very little about it, or their view is

clouded by misperceptions and half truths. This widely acclaimed book
fills this gap with a comprehensive analysis of al Qaeda-the origins,
leadership, ideology, and strategy of the terrorist network that brought
down the Twin Towers and continues to threaten us today. Bruce Riedel
draws on decades of insider experience-he was actually in the White
House during the September 11 attacks-in profiling the four most
important figures in the al Qaeda movement: Usama.
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