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No writer is so grudgingly admired. He wrote great poetry, goes the
received wisdom, but his creed was narrow, chilling, inhuman. He was a
Puritan. This toxic label implies that he supported an authoritarian
form of Protestantism that was intent on imposing itself upon the
nation, banning its fun, policing its very thoughts. This says the author
is one of the oddest reputations in the entire history of ideas. No
contemporary opposed religious authoritarianism with such
vehemence. No one was so adamant that political freedom is built into
the Christian gospel. This book concentrates on Milton's
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